Getting together to exchange ideas, forge collaborations, and disseminate knowledge is a longstanding tradition of scientific communities. How conferences are serving the community, what their current challenges are, and what is in store for the future of conferences are the topics covered in this Commentary.
Conferences are a big part of scientists' lives. They provide an important forum to bring a research community together and serve as a platform to disseminate knowledge and forge collaborations. However, we are now in an era of rapid technological changes that influence the way in which the research community interacts and communicates science. With so many emerging forms of digital communication and social media, one can question whether the face-to-face meeting is still relevant. The globalization of science brings many stakeholders from diverse regions of the world to the table, and with this comes a need to find a common meeting ground to discuss emerging biology. This is compounded by the fact that, today, individual scientists are facing tighter budgets, and consequently, many investigators are cutting travel expenses to preserve precious funding to maintain research activities. Thus, with the potential risk that funds to support research conferences may shrink, there may be fewer opportunities to participate in vital face-to-face meetings. But, in order to make progress in research and education, scientists are dependent on an open exchange of knowledge and the ability to come together to discuss, debate, and tackle emerging issues related to their field of study.
The quest for new knowledge has been a driving force for centuries. Even early Greek philosophers, including Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle, understood the need to present new ideas, question dogma, and participate in vigorous debate. In this regard, face-to-face meetings provide an excellent opportunity to bring people together with different views and advance a field of study. Throughout my career, I have had the opportunity to participate in various scientific conferences as attendee, speaker, and organizer. I have also had the privilege of working with nonprofit organizations such as Keystone Symposia as Chair of the Board of Directors and professional societies such as the European Association for the Study of Diabetes as President and Member of the Executive Committee. Collectively, these experiences have given me insight from several different directions into the future of scientific conferences. With this short Commentary, I will share thoughts, ideas, and personal reflections on the importance of scientific conferences, focusing on questions related to how they serve the community, what the current challenges are, and the outlook for the future.
Breaking into the Business
Each one of us has our own unique view of the importance of scientific conferences, and this view is likely to shift during various stages of our career. One of my earliest experiences of a scientific conference was as a graduate student, where I had the honor of presenting my first short talk at a large society meeting. The memory of this experience is still quite vivid. I practiced the talk numerous times and discussed with my colleagues for hours in anticipation of possible questions I might receive from the delegates. The final publication was greatly enhanced by the input received during the presentation (Kaiserauer et al., 1989 ). Decades later, I still have great appreciation for that experience and how invaluable it was at such an early stage of my career. Presenting my unpublished work gave me confidence, as it allowed me to test new ideas and to get constructive feedback on the project. Moreover, it opened a network that has enriched my career. I have since learned that, for many scientists, this is not an uncommon experience, and I perceive it to be one of the values of face-to-face meetings.
Not All Conferences Are Born Equal
Every week, numerous scientific conferences are taking place around the world. These meetings come in many different flavors. But, scientists do not have limitless amounts of time and money to go to every meeting. Therefore, it is vital to prioritize how resources are spent. 
